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[Criteria for Incorporating Cultural Aspects in Arabic Language
Teaching Programs for Non-Native Speakers]

Researcher:
Dr. Wael Matar Hassan Al-Harbi
Abstract:

The current study developed specific criteria to incorporate cultural aspects into the programs of
teaching Arabic to non-native speakers. Addressing the objectives of the study, the researcher adopted
the eclectic approach of descriptive and analytical methodologies, based on the questionnaire he has
already prepared with reference to the relevant theoretical literature. Then, the questionnaire was
electronically sent to specialists at applied linguistics, teaching Arabic to non-native speakers, and
curricula and methods of teaching Islamic culture. After processing the data with statistical processing
programs (SPSS), the researcher proposed a list of criteria, intended to employ cultural aspects in
programs of teaching Arabic to non-native speakers. They comprise local, Arab, Islamic, and global
types of culture, while they emerge from 25 standards, branching out into 85 indicators. They, together,
should help the body responsible for educational programs employ standards to design books and
educational curricula of teaching Arabic to non-native speakers. Based on the results of the study, the
researcher set forth a number of recommendations and suggestions.
Keywords: Standards, Cultural aspects, Programs for teaching Arabic to non-native speakers..
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